
TALKING POINTS FOR THE LIFE APPROPRIATION ACT  

1.  DUTY:  Members of the House and Senate have a duty pursuant to Article VI of the United 
States Constitution to not create or enforce policies that violate the United States Constitution. 
Both Democrat and Republican took an oath to uphold the United States Constitution.  

2. LEGAL BASIS: The legal basis behind the Life Appropriation Act is the First Amendment 
Establishment Clause of the United States Constitution, which says that Government “shall not 
make any law respecting the establishment of religion.”  

3.  THEORY BEHIND THE BILL: When someone says that “life does not begin at 
conception,” that “abortion is not murder” or that “abortion is not immoral,” those statements are 
a series of unproven faith-based assumptions and naked assertions that are implicitly religious 
and inseparably linked to the religion of Secular Humanism - also referred to by scholars as 
“postmodern western individualistic moral relativism or expressive individualism.”  

2. CONTROLLING PRECEDENT:  The United States Supreme Court in Torcaso v. Watkins 
and a majority of the federal courts of appeals have recognized that Secular Humanism is a 
religion for the purposes of the First Amendment Establishment Clause of the United States 
Constitution.  

3. WHAT THE BILL SAYS:  The Life Appropriation Act, says this: State is prohibited from 
appropriating any state or federal tax payer dollars to any facility providing convenience 
abortions (which means abortions that do not involve rape, incest, or when the mother’s life is in 
danger) because those procedures are (1) non-secular in nature and because (2) such an 
appropriation has the effect of excessively entangling the government with the religion of 
Secular Humanism.  Such an appropriation puts religion over non-religion, failing prongs one 
and three of the Lemon Test, which is a test that the Supreme Court of the United States uses to 
determine whether government action violates the Establishment Clause. If government action 
fails one prong of the Lemon Test, it is unconstitutional. When the State gives State or Federal 
tax dollars to facilities providing convenience abortions, it fails at least two prongs of Lemon and 
is unconstitutional on two separate accounts. (see www.Lifeappropriationact.com)  

6. UNDOING BAD PRECEDENT: This bill makes clear that abortion funding falls within the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment, not within 
Substantive Due Process and Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. It is 
important to frame the bill this way to undermine bad precedent.  The Supreme Court has already 
framed abortion as a civil rights issue that arises under the 14th Amendment’s Equal Protection 
and Substantive Due Process Clause in cases like Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey.  While it is true that the Supreme Court’s decision to frame abortion as a civil rights issue 



under the Fourteenth Amendment is a dishonest ploy and a sham, it is important that the State 
provide the correct and controlling Federal Constitutional basis for why the State is prohibited by 
the United States Constitution from giving state and federal tax payer dollars to facilities 
providing convenience abortions. Otherwise, there could be a basis to challenge the 
appropriation in Federal District Court.  

5. WHAT THE BILL DOES NOT DO:  The bill does not take a position on whether life 
begins at conception or whether abortion is murder. The bill takes that position that it cannot be 
proven that life does not begin at conception, making the issue a matter of faith, and therefore, 
the Establishment Clause requires that the government get out of the abortion funding business. 
However, the act does not recognize any kind of fundamental right to abortion.  

6.  FAVORING LIFE & UPHOLDING COMMUNITY STANDARDS OF DECENCY: The 
bill makes clear that this State favors life, underscoring that this State has a compelling interest 
to not give Federal or State tax dollars to facilities providing convenience abortions because such 
facilities undermine and erode the State’s compelling interest to uphold community standards of 
decency. By framing the issue in this manner, the bill provides a second rational basis for why 
the law will survive any potential Constitutional challenge by devout Secular Humanists.  The 
bill implies that the State could use money that would have gone to abortions to fund adoption 
efforts or to reward mothers.  However, this bill does not doing to directly prohibit abortion. 
Whether abortions should be permitted up until a heartbeat is detected or until the time of birth is 
a different debate. The Life Appropriation Act exclusively deals with whether the Constitution of 
the United States allows the State to appropriate taxpayer funds to finance convenience 
abortions.  

6. COMMON SENSE EXPLANATION OF THE BILL:  Here is a simple way to understand 
the Life Appropriation Act: there are thousands of citizens in every district, who sincerely 
believe that abortion is immoral. It follows that they also believe that to enable acts of 
immorality is itself an act of immorality. Therefore, the State must be prohibited from 
appropriating Federal or State tax pay dollars to facilities providing convenience abortions 
because such appropriations require citizens violate their own conscience by the simple act of 
paying taxes. It is a coercive act and an evil that the Establishment Clause of the United States 
Constitution does not allow. Republicans and Democrats - alike - have a duty to support this 
bill.”  

7.  MISUSE OF TAXPAYER FUNDS:  The federal funding provided to planned parenthood 
through the states or through the federal government directly funds 60% of the its operating 
practices. The evidence shows that medicaid reimbursements circumvent the Hyde Amendment. 



The evidence shows that last year Planned Parenthood received $1.2 billion from Medicaid - 
combined federal and state funds. See https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-18-204R.  

8. ULTIMATE GOAL: By introducing and passing this bill in this State, it will have the effect 
of not only getting this state out of the abortion funding business; it will ultimately, cause the 
federal government and all of the other 49 states to get out of the abortion funding business as 
well, since the other states and the federal government must also obey the Establishment Clause.  

https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-18-204R

